THE JOURNAL, SUNDAY,

JANUARY 5, 1896.

S

I EW YORK #urned mp Tz disdainful
| noso &t the sole theatrical offering of
! the past weak, to wit, “The Echool
WGirl,™ at the Bljou Theatre, While in this
gpirtienlar case I can't blame the metrope-
Qs for the retrousse condition of Its nasal
mppendage, I think that the time has come
when New Yorkers should awaken to the
Fact that they have been hopelesaly spolled.
Danegers may well sigh. Prophots ean be
forgiven for despondency. The truth Is
that the ‘people of this liitle Manhattno
. Jaland have been lcking up the thentrieal
kream of the elvilised world, a0d smacking
Aheir lips thanklessly, like pampercd euts.
London and Parls have slmply been exist-
fng for the benefit of New York. Every
movelty, every successful etar, every pedes-
~#alled actor and actresa have been snapped
“n hie =eqgon by ov: movvellogsly enter.
POBGE  Wouugeia for  this fastidions
Mittle strip of Iand Enown ns New
‘Nork City. Money has besn ho objeck
mnd when this senson closes some time in
Moy, Americans may console themaelves
"‘wlth the thought that they have enjoy=d
#he dramatic luxuries of the earth. The
smountain cnme to Mahomet, for Mahomet
jcouldn’t be bothered travelling to the
Cmonntaiu.
We have had Blr Henry Irving and his
Tondon Lyceum Company, with all tha sue-
pessful plays that have resulted from years

of tescarch and from eolossal expenditure,”

Yrvlng loft the Hagllsh metropolls, where
his unique position ia m mstter of history,
and came to Amerlen, becanse this conntry
ts llvelier, more appreciative, and more
theatrically disposed than England. John
Hare and his Garrick Theatre organiza-
‘tlon are at Abbey's, with plays that bave
peen carefully selected and conscientiously
‘presented. Sarah Bernbardt, the ldol of
¥France, the one French aotress who can
‘pack mny playhouse In London, will be
iwith us before January has merged into
February, and she will bring with her a
‘pepertoire mads up the wvery latest fea-
tores, Dnse, perbaps the most remark-
: woman of the decads, will forsake
L d, Germany, Italy and Austria very
m 4ust to cater to these Insatiuble
|asanhattan Islanders.

Haemmerstein has given us Yvette Guli-
@ert not because she was artistically won-
‘erful, but becauss she costs a great deal,
mnd therefore Americans must have bher
i for the new and creamy plays lavished
mpon New York, they are almost (0o numer-
jpus to mention. *“Trilby” was glven to
New York before London got it, although
Du Maorier 1s a London resldent, better
‘known abroad than be is bere. “The Pris.
oner of Zenda" was presested In thls clty
Jong before the Londoners got even 4
whiff of it, although Anthony Hope ls a
Yondon favorite, and Edward Rose dis-
tinetly an Eopglishman, At the Hmpire
Hheatre very shortly we ghiall have a new
play by the much discussed Henry Avthur
Jones, and for the sake of flattering the
judgment of our spolled children, 1t will
be prodoced here at the same tlms that It
1s given In London. New Yorkers would
be losulted If they were asked to walt for
Mr. Jones's effusion. ““We are quits as
good as the Londoners,” they would say,
i“and If Jones doesn’t belleve In our jodg-
ment, kindly allow us to get along without

Plnero’s two last plays, ‘“The Notori-
ous Mrs. Ebbsmith” and “The Benefit of
the Doubt,” have both come to America.
the former with Hare, and the latter to
the Lyceum Theatre, whera It opens Mon-
day night.

As for the opem—well, at fhe present
time Europe (s famining, for everybody Is
over here—the De Reazks brothers, Melba,
Calve, Maurel, Plancon, Bevignanl end
Nordien. It 1a a veritable embarrass de
‘wichesses. There Is no need to go abroad.
i Xou can educate yourself operatically,
dramatically, comic operatically and bup-
leaque-lesliy right here fn this little town
near Yonkers.

, "The Shop Girl,” “His Excellency,”
“The Artist's Model," “The Chlefrain'’
have all been vouchsafed to New Yorkers.
We are spolled children. If we clamorpd
for the moon (because somebody else hap-
pened to be clamoring for it) Charies Froh-
man would at once enter Into negotiations
with its Man, and Messrs. Abbey, Schoefel
& Gran, Danlel Fronman, A. M. Palmer and
|Osens Hammersteln—with possibly Proe.
tor, Kelth and Kester & Blal—would enter
fnto the competition. e
”Wo lhou‘lﬁn get the moon, If London ha

ues candies and Parls bhad to rel
its efectric light. £ e
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Rlchard Watzon Gilder type talk of
the “fatuons and destructlve policy
of chlieap and coarse sensationallam™ and
other tirndes against the lgnomnes and in-
capacity of onr managers. Of course, these
buman flecks on ths metropolitan sunshine
muost huve somothing to talk about, and
they may ms well vent their spleen upon
the theatres sa upon the streets, the eled
vated rallways and the street cars. They
do abigolutely no harm. In fact, they really
do good, because they make us laugh, and
laughter Is the zreatest erime-preventive In
the w';rtd. As Carlyle gays: “A man who
has onee laughed heartily ®an never be
thoronghly bad. If Irviog, and Duse, and
Bernhardt, and Hare, s&nd Pinero, and
Henry Arthur Jones, and Sydney Grundy
are cheaply und coarsely sensational—well,
let's be cheap and coarse and enjoy our-
salves,

The overwhelming Invasion of forelgn
talent that this season has glven us Is
causing our managers to wonder what Is
to become of the semson that is as yet un-
born. The rid is belng scoured for
next Jyear. uitlessly so far. No for-
eign star Iz booked with the exception of
Willard, and he will not dure to show lls
nose here ngaln unless he has new ploys to
offer.™ Amerlcan playwrights will be In
great demand, and American actorsy and
actresses will have better chances than
they have ever had. But they must re-
member that, as I said before, New York-
ers have been hopelessly spolled. Me-
Woerlty hasa't the ghost of a show In this
metropolls, Neéw Yorkera will bave noth.
Ing but the best. Companies must be made
up exclusively of good actors; productions
must be staged handsomely and artistically,
and entertainments must be sincere and
marrow-permeating. You can't get away
from thoso fucts.
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What on earth conld bave Induced Minnle
‘Palme; to bring *“The School Glrl" to
New York? Mliss Palmer cannot positively
have forgotten the tlastes of her country-
men, and she surely did them—and, Incl-
dentally, herself—a grievous Wiong when
ghe infictell this tissue of rub upon
them at the Bijou Theatre last Monday
night. Musical comedy must be bright and
romckln:r,ln order to possess a Talson
d'etre. Dreary horseplay can no longer pass
muster in this clfy. A few years ngo "The
Behool Girl" would bave been guite possi-
ble in this city, but in our old age we
ueed gomething mofe. We are tendiug
ever onward. The boy who stood on the
burning deck s not “in 1t” with us,

Miss Palmer herself belongs to the school
of hoydems. These Indles have made their
fortunes and have retired. Lotta grew rich
playing practical fokes and frisking about
in short pettleconts. Maggie Mitchell be-
cumme wealthy lmpersqnating Infants with
light mentalitles. Miss Palmer etill pegs
away at the ungratefal storles that Lotta
and Miss Mitchell did to death. If ghe Isn't
rich ot the present time, I muchly fear me
that she never will be. At any rute, “The
Behool Girl" will not add to her bank me-
count, Yet Minnle Palmer, properly placed,
might be acceptuble, There are & great
many things that she can do, and do very
well, Bhe peeds long skirts, for she's o blg
girl now, snd she should eschew grimaces
and baby mannerlsms. ‘We ecan't stand
them. We want our actresses, who play
sixteen-yenr-old girls, to look—for the sake
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of thy Wluslon—not more than thirty. We
draw, the le at thirty. Beyond thirty, woJ
' ol
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the country with & version of “Faust.”
‘“‘Books of the opera™ can be bought any-
where for the chaste sy of fifteen cents,
and the germns of & possibllity lurk in each
one.

I heard a wag nt the Metropolitan the
other night remarlk between the acts of
“*Romeo et Jullette': *“'Say, they have
made & pretty good play of 'Carmen It
seems to me thaf a pretiy, Interestisg
drama might be made of this ‘Romeo and
Jullette' opera. It's worth trylog at any
rate,"

Herbhert Keleey has besn studylug “Car-
men' a great deal durlng the past week, He
15 very devoted to art—with a eapltal “A'—
\s Herbert. Oh, yves, I know what you sus-
pect, of course. You lmaglne that he goes
to the Empire becanse EfMe S8hannon ia in
the cast. I don't believe It. Milss Shan-
non plays such & small part that no actor
of Kelcey's reputatlon could possibly hope
to glean any points from it. I have beard
Keleey's perpetual presetice at the Hwmpire
nceounted for by & fear that Miss Shan-
non, coming in contact with Miss Nether-
sole, might cateh fire and born up. 1 de-
cline to credit this. Mr. Eeleay intends to
gtar noxt season, and his object is to guin
an Inslght into the peculiarities that make
starring successful.

This actor knows full well that while
trousers go very well In New York, they
will be perfectly useless on the roaid, Kel-
cey's dagzllng repertolre of trousers has
held him tightly in metropolltan estecm
for years. Without trousers—that 18 to
say, without his repertolre of trpusers—
Keleey could never have weathered so
many keen theatrical seasons at the Ly-
ceum Thentre. New Yorkers are the easl-
est and the hardest people on earth 1o
please. For all we know, Keleey s con-
templating a little kiss of his own, adapt-
el from Olga’s. There wil be many of
these andnptations on the market before
long. Why shouldn't Kelcey get the Hyst?

* ‘ -

Sir 'Gus "Arris has forgiven us for all the
little flippancles we hurled at his “dress
sult.” He beais no mallee. It would take
#t great deal more than a few dinphianotis
levitles levelled at an evll white walsteoat
tn keep the knightly Augustus away from
Americn. Sir 'Gus refuses fo be snubbeds
for he seps George Edwards's companies

wont budge, for that lmit 1s certainly a
concession,

Some of Miss Palmer's specinlties might
go very well a3 & “turn” at the music
halls. Ten minutes of her at Koster &
Blal's wonld be advantageous, find a five
nilnutes’ gllmpse at Olympia wouldn't be
bad. She cannot, however, ‘furnish an
evening's efitertainment In New York City,
and that is putilng the cnse as kindly as
possible.

L . -

Olg's kiss hrs extended its engagement
&t the Empire Theatre., I thought that this
would be the case, ‘I'he pity of it is that
this version of “Carmen' wis not produced
when the rampageous Nethersole began her
New York engagement. ‘‘Denise'” was
pretty nearly a fallure, for Miss Nethersola
is not happy when she has to wear a black
dress, and look wronged. She Is far too en-
ergetic for that. You can understund her
wronglig, as she does In “Carmen,” for she
Is 8 lady who must tuke the Inltiative, and
In “Carmen’ it ls Don Jose who wears the
binck dress,

Miss Nethersoie's tactlca will change
henceforth. Iustead of impersonating be-
trayed ladles, she will Interpret betrayiog
ladies. An actress with Olga’s kissitiveness
cannot expect the publle {0 accept her as a
victlm of man's perfidy. She will be a liv-
Ing exponent of the wrongs that women do..
Men will ador: her, for she will show as
no actress br ‘er fhown before—how help-

’M e ‘ess, how, dl_y_‘-lﬂgz 1# the

poor, abused biped mun, in the presence of
& fascluating lady with o portentous klss,

The world has walted for Olga Nethersole
in this role, and Lam heartily gind that she
has & week longer at the Empire. Men who
Eo0 to see her will understand the world far
better. They will be fitter jurors, They
wont belleve the cock-and-bull storles told
by distressed damsels quite so readlly, They
wlll wunt to examloe thelr kisses; to mark
these kisses as exhiblis so-and-so. Misy
Nethersole's kizses should find thele way
Into all seclentlfic worka on jurlsprudence,
for they throw & new light upon an old sub-
Ject, Every lawyer with a breach of prom-
ise case on band should see Nethersole. Bar-
bara Aub wouldn't bave had a leg to stand
upon If the counsel for the defence had pro-
@Guced one of ber kisses In court, for In-
spection, and It had proved to be Nether.
gollan,

The success of “Cermen” has bad Its
funny side. The people from the Metro-
politan Opera House Lave rushed to see
the adaptation. Melba, who doesu’t waste
much time on Calve, speat an evenlng with
Nethersole. Maurlee Grau, Jealous of his
operatic star, bas made & careful study of
Nethersole, fnst as Danle! Frohman did
of Calve. He studles best who studies lsst,
bowever. Daniel Frohman studled last.

‘This adaptation may result In a pumber of
new musle-less verslons of operas. There’s
an actor named Lewls Morrlson who malkes:

“oarrels of money” In the emall towns of
] S owee A

makiog considerable money in America.

~ A JAPANESE DOLL

There Is a good deal of truth in this. In
America 4 playwright lves by his last
work. If Bronson Howard hefl produced
the extenglvely promised play that he was
to have done nt the Empire, and that play |
had failed, people would have forgotten
“Bhenandoah’ and his other successes. They
woulll hove tncked the fallure to his name,
and Dhe would bave lived branded uwiatll
he achleved another succeus,

The fallure of “A Stag Party," how-
ever, was ennugh to frigliten any fellow.
The man doesn't live who could be bought
to Iather it, The failure doesn't matter
very mueh to Bill Nye, for he can appeal
to thousands of penple who are not pa-
trons of the playhouses. Potter s n goen-
gitlve person, anyway. My own- ldea is
that be hes gone abroud becanse e lds
exhausted the resources of the Astor Li-
brary. There Is nothing left for him now
but the British Museuwnm, and he may
stay 'n London for many yeurs before he
comes to the end of hls tether there.

The lot of the dramatic critle durlng this
Arst of the New Year's weeks will not be
precigely a happy one. Two or three times
I a season it seems as thongh every man-
Aager wons bent on making a *“splurge” al-
multanecusly. This will be one of those
times, Many a eritie will quall at the work
that s Defore him, T'm one of the fortu-
nate fellows, for I'm wever thoroughly
happy valess I ean solff a playbhonse, The
more the merrler, 'as far as I am concerned.
I cdn't understand & mun growing blase of
the theatre. I'm patistied with elther a
very good ploy or o very bad oene, I don't
know whiell I enjor the more, It is the
hopelesy rediderlties that ruffle my se-
renlty,

At the Lyceum Thentre we shall bave |
“The Beoeilt of the Doulbt,' by Ploero,
who has ceased to worry himself about
soclological problems that hie doesn’t under-
stand, and thae we don't swunt him to un-
derstand. At Daly's Theatre we are (0
haveé an adaptation from the Germuan called
“Phe Two EBEsentoheons,™ with the atill
fasclnating Ade Rehnn In the cast. Two
doses of “Gentleman Joe™ are promised—
one st the Rijou ghd ene at the Fifth
Avenue, atid nefther with Arthar Roberts,
who tmade the plece successful ln London,

In the enst. = UL Sy

unnsness and destructiveness of the mane
agerinl policy thnt makes them possible,
Miss Irwin, however, is frresistible. No-
body loathes farce-comedy move than 1
doy nobody has tried havder to wrlite It
down—and we have really been very frea
from lt—but in Miss Trwin's case you fous
gat the MeNally of the affafr In the ¢harms
of the woman herself. She comes to the
Bijou, and they suy that she has something
new up her slesves. As those sartorial
effects are extremely large, she has room
there for plenty of poyvelty. Bhe 18 5 dan-
garons woman, of course, begcause sha
taltes you away from dutiful and beautiful
entertalpments, biot eoccasionully a nag-

netle nfnence is desirable, "“Yours not te
tegson’ why” 13 a coudition that does ne
hatm gt all, once In o blve moon., Mis
Irwln's smile 18 gulte us ‘unlque In lix

way as Clasy's wink or Olga's klss, and
there I8 always voom for It in this eity. Ia
faet, 1t is wasted “on the road.”

Snrabh DBernbacvdt will be with us agaln
before we Eow where we aire, wilth hee
Ingessantly golden locks, her delightful and
quivering emaclation, and the dear, cher-
ished remarks that we love so well. “Ahl"™
she will say to the twelve peutiemen who
call npon her for luterviews, “What can I
tell yout Ma (6i! T Jove Amerlea, add Tam

80, 850y 80 glid to Le puck In dewr New York,
Mes amis, | seaveely lve wlen I'm away
fiow New York. Such audlences! SBoeh in-
totligenesl  Such appresiption! Bapristll Ii
B’y o que New York Je vondrais blen
mourie icl. London s alee, bnt it is eold.

Paris 1s pretty, bDut what are the Champs
Elgsees to FIfth avenus, wnd who swould
dire to compnre Lhe Rue de Rivoll with
Twenty-thivd street? T am clier mol'in New
York., I am myraelf, All that s best In me
exndes f;}c—.-n iy pores as I foce un -American
awdignce. Je vous alme tons.'

Sarah niways says something of that sort,
and It alwoys “goes.'” The very lntest
wrinkle i= foi actresses to wish they had
boen boru In every snccessive town they
vislt., Tthea recently told the lnbabltants of
Seattle that her ong regret was that she
Lhadn't first sfen the Hght of day therel Mrs,
Kendal wept in Blrmlngham a few wecks
ngo beenuse hep cradle hadn't rocked there.
Irving has pever yot played Iln o town that
he dldn't eovet for native purposes. I
ghouidn't be a bit surprised Lf Sarah told us

English attraction we may get next ses-
son—for reaspna that 1 poluted out above—
and we may not even secure this, for Sir
'Gus {8 rather afrald that we have no the-
atre large enough to sccommodate It, ¥Yon
see, the Metropolitan Opera House lsa very
wea place; the Academy of Musle [3 ex-
tremely cramped up, and  Hpmmersteln's
Olympta s conspleucusly tiny.

The troubla ls that Bir *Gus wants
to come over Limself with his panto-
mime. While we could house nearly
uny English panfomlme ever produced,
It 1s qulte uanother tking to shel-
ter the production plus Sir "Gus, You see,
the manager probably blames the fallure of
“Hansel and Gretel” at Daly's Theatre to
the fact that the scoustic properties of that
bouse were such that the perplexing little
speech, Iln which be murdersd Vietoria's
1deas, was carrled Into every nook snd
craniiy of the theatre. What Bir ‘Gus
peeds 18 a bouse so lgrge that his curtain
lecture eannot possibly #ll It. Bir 'Gua
tnlks to the unoeducated few, not to the
educated many, and the acoustles of the
theatre he patroulzes must be arcanged
with that end ln view.

The manager must speak. He cannot
and he will ot deny himself that Juxury.
It I8 the only recreation that he has, and it
13 onr duty to tolérate It—even If we suffer.

- » -

Before he sulled for England Paul Pot-
ter expleined his temporary desertlon of
this kindly land very pleasantly.

“If I stayed In New Xork,” he sald, “1
should bo known as the author of ‘A Stag
Party." When I settle in London the Fing-
lish peaple will mkaf me ua m‘d“pm
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The titled manager has just cebled to this
country that his Drury Lune pantomime,
“inderelln,” has made o colossal success
in London, and he wanuts to bring It to
Amoricn nest season. It is about the only

Then there's “A Block Bheep” at Hoyt's
Theatre, by the author of “A Rag Baby,"
“A Bunch of Keys” "A Hole In the
Ground,” "A MUk Whilte Flug,"” “A Tewm-
perance Town,'t “A Trip to Clinatown,”
“A Brass Monkey,"” "A Bexas Bteer,”" “A
Mldnlght Bell,” and one or two other mas-
terpleces, Mr. Hoyt hasn't been henrd
from slnee Le gave us that jJolly little fu-
nergl play filled with glistening jokes about
undertakers, and corpses, and les, ond
mourning garbs, At the Garrlek Theatre
Btuart Robson will intreduce ud to “Mrg,
Ponderbury's Past,” after Clssy's wink
and the fragments thereof lhave heen
swept away, and st the Columbus Theatre
there will be & melodrama called “Baved
from the Sen.'

Johu Haore will change his bill and pat
OMre, Bbbsmith' on the shelf in favor of
A Palr of Bpectacles,” In which we saw
Stoddart. Hare is a plucky fellow, for to
court comparison with Stoddart Is rather &
dangerous affelr, Still, thers wll L& ':,I
many other things fn town that I don't bes
Heve Mr. Hure will be badly sloged, even
If his “congeption of the part” proves to
be no lmprovement upon that of Stoddart.

Take It nll in all, the week will be n
fine and a breexy one, The magazine folks
will be able to write some more merry ar-
tleles about ‘‘Fhe fatuous und destrnctive
policy of cheap and ¢onrse gensationalism,”
with Hare as the Chenp and I'lvero as the
Coarse,
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May Irwin's comlung back to New York
fu Februoary. May I chuckle? T know
that it Is very vulgar of me to even cliron.
fcle the return of this fat and dimpled lndy,
who never allows you to think, aod whao,
in fact, draws all the thinkers awny from
the thinking places: 1 feel that if I really
did my duty I should preach a sermon
about the debasing influence of thess va-
rlety shows, their demoralizing effect upon

of “Triiby.’ & prefer that reputation.” |
‘* , 2

the drab mbtter of the brain, and the fat-
7 .

this time that she conld never forgive her
maother for not having accomplished her ma.
ternity in South Wifth avenue or Bleecker
street. Bernbardt never maps. She ls al-

ways “all there." -

-

When you rend about the lack of morality
among the people of the stnge, don't Fou
belleve 1t. Tt isn’t true, and an occurrence
of which I have Just heard will substantinte
tlint statement. Misg Fanny Davenpori's
company was pleying In Providenca the
other day. Misa Davenport, a8 you all
know, 18 exceodingly straltlaced. It was,
in fact, the plety of her orgaulzation that
prevented us from seeing anything impropef
in “Glsmonds.' Well, 8 young actor In hep
compaoy happened to wax vather Jovial at
the hotel where he stopped. He was nolsy,
and they say that in his room he—well,
never mind about that part of the story.
He didu't behave Wimeself very nicely, and
that 18 81l T ecun suy. An actor from s#n-
other company was at the same hotel, and
he heard the fegtivitles In the room of his
collengue. T revented his sleceping,

retl ave

O land he was tired. So he wrote to Miss

enport nnd told her thut she was giving em.
ployment to u very dangerous and improper
Youpg man,

The next duy the demonstrative actop
got his “unotite; with a lpe to the effect
that he was no longer fit for Miss Daven-
port's company, as his_mornls were mnot
ap to the standawd. I am pleased to
chronlele this fuot, beeauvse it ghows thot
there 15 one compiny that haspotitsell irre-
vocably on record us bhelng distinetly purs
and godly. Next aeason 1t 1s probable that no
‘petor or metress who cannot produce o
certiticnte of unblemished chariucter will
pe engaged by Mlss Davenport, antl I may
add that she Dhas ordered no p]tg from
Sardou, so that even In her productions
she wlll be fyée from Gallle talnt,

This is something that i3 bound to evoke
legitimute pride among American theatras
ocrs,  Toate loveliness hns been Mp
endul's stock 'n trude for years, and
don't blame Miss Duavenport for emunlat-
Ing ner example. I reaily  don’t. ’_Fheﬂg
uproarions actors should be squelelied, an:
It 1s reserved for acircsses ke (EL
Davenport, teeming mith plug‘ d enthu-

-

an
slilem, to gqueloh thom. The “perfesh™ hns
| been snffering beueath w disreputable stz
B ton toug,” " CALAN DALE.” |




